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ABSTRACT 

An annotated listing contains 35 basic reference 
materials on folklore. Following a discussion of the definition of 
folklore^ citations are divided into the following categories : 
encyclopedias and dictionaries, national and regional encyclopedias 
and dictionaries, bibliographies, guides, indexes^ and periodicals. 

The Library of Congress classification, bibliographic information, 

and a brief description are provided for each entry. Some sources are 
published in foreign languages only. Most materials cited were 
published between 1962 and 1980. (LP) 
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FOLKLORE REFERENCE SOUROES 

fimong the thousands of books aboat various aspects of 
folklore are hundreds that could be considered basic reference 
sources. Listed here are those that are useful enough to_ the 
librarians at the dniversity of Arizona library to be included 
in the central reference collection, with a few added from the 

stacks- _ - _ _ 

Defining folklore is always a problem^ most ly because 
fincinq a stopping place in the definition is alm«Dst impbssible- 
When doRs folklore become. cjjI t ure? histbv^y? rel i g ion? ant hropo- 
ibqy? Does folklore include such subjects as the occult? 
wiichcraft? astrology? Can folklore be limited to the recorded 
oral traditions of various cultures, or should music, dance, and 
costume oe included? Obviously, there is a lot of over lap among , 
ail these subjects. The sources listed here are '^^^ly those that 
deal with_ ths. oral tradit ion of folklore, including some legends 
and mythology^ as it is recorded in books and P^^i^d icals-^ 

Library of Congress classification numbers are inclbded to 
help t.-ibse persons in LC arranged libraries find these sources^ 
and similar ones on nearby shelves. 



I- ENCYCLOPEDIfiS OND DICTiONfiRiES 



ft- GR SiietigDiicy of _Sytb£'i9ayi. Eeiil-isrZ^a- Symbbis-^ 
35 Gertrude Jobes- • New York : Scav-ecr ow, 1961. 

J6 _ - - 

This 3 volume short-entry dictionary is simple to 
use and contains most answers to the wnb^ what, where 
type questions about world _fol klore. The third volume 

is a subject index to the first two, containing a) 

listing of deities and a table of myt holog ical affilia- 
tions. This is a good place to find short answers about 
the esoteric details. 

B. GR ELir^B ioi Waa^alll;! it^andard Dictionary gf Egiilienia. 
35 B^feS^li^aii: IbS yggend-^ New York : Fiank and Wagnall, 

F8 19^9. 

i 0 gathering of articles of varying quality, this 

dictionary format,^ £ volume work is not as detaired as 
Jbbes (above), but treats some subjects in greater _ 
depth. Many of the entries are fascinatingly readable. 
(£1 definitions of "Folklore" by Si separate authors are 
included.) Very useful cross references are_giveh tb 
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Occult Sciences, 4 vol; cl903 (reprint, Detroit : Gale, 
1971 ) 

This old 4 volume soarce contains the answers to 
soniP folklore questions not found in the other encyclo-^ 
pedid^s. especially those dealing with popular supersti- 
tions. There is broad subject arrarjgernent; , with a shiDrt 
entry i'-'iex in the third volume. 

^nZX^ko^^^i^ Ses March ensp Berlin : Walter de Gruyter^ 
tS77. 3 volumes and supplements- 
dp to date ana complete listings arid definit ions 
of world folkibv^e, folklorists, terms^ and motifs, 
tong bibliographies accompany the concise articles. In 
Gerrnan- 

9d Ebcyciopedia of Fairies iHobgoblinfa^ ISg^riA^s^. 
ieiSi^SjL and other. Supernatural Great ugesi- New York : 
Pant heon^ 1 976. 

f\ fun-tb_read^ dictionary format source, this is 
the place to find but where your grandmother came up 
with her name for what you kniz<w as goblins. It often 
includes complete folktales to illustrate the character 
ent r les. 

Pogular Beliefg and Sugerstit ignsjL g_Qg03S^Ddl4ig 
Bf^ieieiri Ei^iBieEl- ^^i^iSi Casetta, et.ai. Boston : 
G. K. Hal 1, 1981. 

36, £09 popular superst it ions are here corn pi led, 

taken from a collection in Ohio- ft form is provided for 

you to contribute your own rnild phobias- The index (v. 
3) provides good access to the broad subject arrange- 
rnent of this Hork, 



2icti£*Dary of imasinar:y Pi^9§^- Hlberto Manguel, New 
Yor k : MacM i 1 1 an, 1 98iZi. 

ftiphabetical listings of places that appear in_ folk- 
lore, mythology, and fiction (such as DZ and Pepperlahd) 
are g iven entertaining write-ups in this gaeeteer. 



H. RL Q Diet ign^r;:^ 5f_!;lidicai Foikiore- Earoi Pnne Rinzier^ 
81 New York : eroweii^ 1979. 

R56 fin entert aining, straightforward sottrc€2 which can 

answer a lot of cornmonly asked qtiestions. Indexed. Ye^, 
there is an entry under '^chicken soup". 



§is t iar e Fabu 1 eux ^ Jean Patt 1 Bl e bert . Par is : P. 
Richel, I97i. 



fill the fabulous beasts you' ve ever wanted to know 
about are here defined. , Where_they come frdrri and 
descriptions are included. In French. 



J. Nat ional arid Regional Diet ionaries and Encyclopedias- 
There are many of these. Here are a few: 
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1- 5R 0 iiet;ionar2 9£ ieifeif ^ E§i!<:^feSig§- Katherine l^i. 

14i Briggs. London : Rout ledge and Kegan, 1970. 4 vol 
B69 

Includes plot suriirnar i es and historical tracings of 
each tale. 



i=^- GR Handwgrt erbucher zur Deutschen Volkskun^e- Berlin : 
.166 Walter de Bruyter, i9g7- i£ vol. 

" FES 

fill types of Serman folklore is treated in this 
massive IE volume work in Berman. 



3. BR Dlgcionario Fbiklor^co fii:aenti,ho. Buenos fiires : El 
133 Ateneo, 1948, 1950. 

fi7 

Terms, characters, and tales are explained in this 
one volume work in Spanish.- 

4. GR_ Diccionarig E^ifiiorico iraiiiifro. Rib de Janeiro : 
133 Inst it iato Nacibhal, 19G£. 

83 _ , 

C7 Li ke above, in Port ugliese. 



GR Q Handbook of Irish Folklgrei Sean Q' Sai 1 ieabhain. 
146 London s Herbert Jenkins, 194S (reprint, 1963). 
06 

firranged for browsing under large general headings^ 
the table of contents is the only index^ 



ii~ BiBbiQBRftPHY 



These are sources aimed specifically at Folklore. Other, 
more general sources also covev- the subjects well. Patt.ersonL^\ 
feiterar^ B§^^§lZ^b. Sui.de is especially good for finding sources 
about the literature of folklore. Most of these bibliographies 
cover Hrner lean fdlRlbre; there are bibliographies of varying 
Quality for many other cultures. 



Z S±12iilE!i[ EyPii§ UiMiZltZi QMtMlSa 9f ESiBIgKei. Foikiifei_ 
!i3B5 E^iBl^^ai- ^^'d ^cl- Boston : G. K. Hall, 1978. 
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Three large volumes of printed catalog cards from 
a special collection. 



B- Z ESlBiSEii. M Study and Resource Sui.de. Brunvard. New 
5981 York : St. Martin's, 1976. 

678 

Pn essay bi bl iography of reference sources about 
folklore,^ this has good annotations and comparisons of 
the sources it covers. Coverage is spotty, however. 

5984 Charles R. Haywood. New York : Dover, cl951. 

US _ _ _ 

H3 Dated but still useful , _Haywddd is noted for its 

attention to Nort h _Rrrieri can Indian Lore. Folktales are 
elaborately classified by types arid areas and extensive 
unannotated bi bl ibgraph ies_are included. The very 
necessary index in volume £ provides access by author, 
title., and subject. 



D- 2 Binerican Foikioris: a iifeiioaraghSji. 1950zi32£t- Flanagan. 
5954 Metucheh, N.J. : Scarecrow, 1971. 

US 

F55 Mostly a simple list of 3600 books and periodical 

articles arranged by subject, with short annotations. 
Very selective^ indexed. 

E- Z Bf^^rBmiei^an E9iB QMifeMfei- Szwed and Abrahams. 

5984 Phi label [Dhia : Institute for the Study of Human Issues, 
045 1977. 



Part I covers North ftrnerica, listing bibliographies, 
general sources, and geographical ly specif ic sources. 
Part II includes listings for the West indies. Central^ 
arid South ftrnerica by area^ There .are indexes in each 



F. Z BiDl iography of Ganadian. EeiBi^iTi it' ilSfliish. Fowke and 
5984 Carpenter. Tbrbntb : University of Toronto, 1981. 

635 . . 

FSB Rrranged by typ)e of materials and indexed only by 

authors and titles^ this needs easier access. No 
anndt at ions. 

-» 

Bf!^9^i^ii ii^iieSEMfibS Qt Qnicfog Folklore fizorn the 
5984 ib^^hwiftern United Stat es. Michael Heisiey, Los 
U6_ ""Sngeles : University of California, 1977- 
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Lists and annotates over liZiiZiiZi reference sources. 



Ill- etflSSiFieSTiQN, SdlDES 



A. p|\j The Fglktale. Stith Thornpsbn. New York s Dryden 
1001 Press, 1946- 

T5 

Unfortunately outdated in its bibliographies, this 
is still an excellent introduction to the problems of 
Folklore study. The easy, chatty style makes for good 
reading. Thompson includes ^4- flmerican Indian tales and 
sources. 



B. GR THf Tieii of E9iii£§ie. Btith Thompson- Helsinki : 
1_ Folklore Fellows, 19G1. 

F55 

#iB4 Pntti ftarne invented the "Finnish "Method'V ^or cxa.s- 

sifying folktales. Stories are reduced* to outlines arid 
each aspect of the plot is analyzed. The tales are \ hen 
plotted ge©graph ical ly and (when possible) chrbnblbg- 
icaiiy; from this information the first place of origin 
of the tale can be deduced, and the origin^ plot- 
Subsequent versions are classed under this C^asic plot. 
Translated and enlarged by Stith Thornpsbn^ a^d^ printed 
E9il<l91Ze Fellows Cgmmumcatibn, 19G1, this* includes 
cross-references to his motif index (see below). This 
source is very useful for tracing the history of a folk 
tale as well as for locating different versions of the 
old favorites- 



1 

jy- INDEXES 



Incluaed here are several kinds of indexes: to find folktales 
in col 1 set ions, to find folktales by motifs^ and periodical 
indexes to find articles about fblklbre. Ryaih^ more gehtn^al 
indexes are also useful, most notably the MLR bibliography- 

/ 



fil. Z__ IdM§B i2 E^iEiiiiiiju^i^bis: li^i klSlSMs. Eastman (19£6-49) 

5983 Ireland (1950-1977). wistwbdd, Mass. : Faxon. 

F17 _ _ _ 

x73B P stv^ai ght forward index to tales, by title, list- 
ing v^here they appear in collections. 

B. GR Motif iD^ex of folk Literature. St ith Thompson.^ 6 vol. 

67 Blobmington, Indiana s Indiana University, 1955-8. 

T5£ 



Th is very complete work gives access to tales of 
which you can only remember part.^ Five volumes of 
subject-arranged tales are indexed in the sixth volume- 
Specific subjects can be browsed g*^ic:^iy- Thompson 
inclades the oral tradition of myths^ legends, and 
miscel laneous narrat ives, ^ and loses only a little by 
being so dated. 

G- GR The Storyteller's Sourciiook. Margaret Read MacDona Id. 
74.6 Detroit : Sale, i9ee- 

M3 - - _ - - 

Pi condensed, newer work like the Motif Index^ this 
is very popular in smaller libraries, and very useful 
to children's librarians for finding stories for story 
time on specific subjects. 

D; Z Folki.orej, an BriDet^ted B i bUoaragHii and lnde£ %o iina4e 

5981 Editions. Else P. Ziegler- Weston^ Mass. : Faxon, 197G 
Z53 _ 

This combines the motif index with ah index to 
col lect ions. Unf ort unat ely^ it is vev^y short . E>icel- 
leht arrangement provides easy, quick access. 

___ _ __ l__ 

E. GR B-^ife'Eiefei ^£ EeiEi^el ifeMMiil- 1963-1975. fiustin, Te'xas .: 
1 Rmericah Folklore Society. * 



This_was a quai-^terly select idh of art icles about 
folklore from jburha Is. Approximately 300 citations 

were in each issue of articles about music, general 

country 1 ife, cooking, ethnic groups, 1 inguist ics^ etci 
in addition to "straiQht" folklores fill of this has 
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2 SmgeiE^D EolHleCi Eiieii ^Dd videotapes. New York : 
5:J9a4 Bowker, 1*976. 

^6 _ 
CAS Voi. t is an index, and^ vol. £ a catalbs (with 

deipCri pt ions and i 1 1 i:tBt rat ions) . H subject index and 
ii^t of distributors are included.. 



V- peRIol5iSPLS 

There a>"e hurjdreds of fblRlbre periodicals worldwide. They 
range from the popular (E^j^fifeB^ "t'-* the scholar ly. Some are 
listed nere, chosen for their worldwide or large area coverage. 
Bv-oi^se the sihelve^ in the GRl area for other regional magazines. 



el. GR E^l.\<h^^2W' Ldndbn : The Folklore Society. 

1_ 

P3 • _Twb issues per year of about 130 pages each cover 

worldwide folklore- Very prestigibus^ this has been 
pubii^hed since the iSSgis. 

B. 6R . J'2arD§i Sf the Foiliiore ln§iit!ii^- Blbornihgt on, Indiana, 
i '^'^ _ _ ^ _ _ _ _ _____ _____ 

J87 Scholarly, wbrldwide cbverage of folklore in three 

issues per year. Pipprbxirnately 150 p. per issue. 



C- 6R F^bai§- Berlin : Walter de Gruyter. 

1 ^ _ _ _ _ _ . . _ 

F25 R trilingual (Gerrnari, English, and hrench) journal 

Covering worldwide folklore in a schoiarly way, this is 
issued ti^ice per year with about £0® pages per issuer 

13. BR iQucQ^i: 9,t SEOiCiBl^ Foikigre. Washington, D. E. s 
1 ^fifrtericah Folklore Society. 

JQ ]._.__ 

/• North American coverage. A issues per year of about 

120 p. ■ ^ 

E. GR Hsiav^ EiSlBigre Studies. Nayoya, Japan : Nanzan Univ. 

530 — ^ ^ _ _ . . 

F6 Covers anything related to folklore and folk music 

in ftsia. Two 300 P^ge issues per year. 

Fi GR Jeurefl Sf tgtin t,ore. Los fingeles : UCLfi 

i ^ Latin American Eenter^ . 
J8S 

Two li55 Pi issues per year. 



